
I am so excited to be chosen as a recipient of the Innovative ETD Award!   

Writing a thesis, for some, is a daunting task. Being a “visual” person, it was especially daunting 
for me when I thought it would have to be written into a boring alignment with standard margins 
in Microsoft Word.  

 I’m so thankful for Kansas State’s forward-thinking and willingness to evolve with changing 
technology, encouraging students to push their thesis document design to elevated levels of 
interaction and liveliness.   

I’m thankful for the encouragement and bolstering given me by my thesis committee who 
understood my desire to work within InDesign.  Through the formatting process, they urged me 
to push past the conventional limits of graphic design and explore what the full Adobe Create 
Suite had to offer.  

I’m especially thankful for the tenacity of my thesis chair, Stephanie Rolley, who was ready to 
go to bat for me if the graduate school wasn’t yet prepared for a thesis as far out as mine.  Lucky 
for me – they were ready!   

Thank you to Marty Courtois, of Kansas State’s Repository Services, for noticing my thesis and 
thinking it had enough merit to nominate for this wonderful award. 

Thank you to Adobe for providing such amazing software that responds to the needs of the 
creative mind. And thank you to God for supplying the grace and the drive to keep the creative 
mind going long enough to cross the finish line! Thank you! 

Lara Fackrell 

  

 


